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between the the steps through millions of years of geology. At each stop
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Limestone. of you. Information signs along the way tell you about each
sculpture.

Many people in this area still use natural spring water wells Take a walk along just half of mile of the adjacent road
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Belshaw’s Quarry is like looking side on at
a sliced cake... comprising a 150-250 million year old
base, a 75-150 million year old filled centre, a'58 million
year old top layer and a 2 million year old icing layer on
top of itall.

Each sculpture relates to the key features of this reserve.
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The quarry ﬂoor (Bg'éeﬂé"’f?ﬁ"zso ‘million year old mudstom‘-.:!___
formed in the Cretaceous Period when hot sandy deserts were |
successively flooded and dried out in the Triassic period.

The quarry face is the centre filling’ formed between 75 & 150
million years ago and mainly comprises a very hard and 98%
pure Calcium Carbonate limestone made from Coccolith
‘Shells’and termed the Ulster White Limestone Formation. =
Look closely to see broken parts of trace fossils’ of Belemmte?t'
which are the hard filled in head guard part of squid like
creatures.

A thin clay layer lies on top caused by erosion over 65 million
years ago. At the North Eastern end of the face there is
evidence of an earthquake fault line.

Stop 2a
Coalified layers between
Basalt & Limestone.
Formed when vegetation
was ‘cooked’ by lava heat
and reduced oxygen

The top of the ‘CAKE‘ is made of basalt formed by molten
lava that flowed over the surface about 58 million years ago.

The‘ICING’ layers include clays (termed glacial till) from_
around 2 million years ago with soil on top of that, formed |
md@g action of ice sheets on the basalt. -

Signs of an earthquake andtg;ther-unﬂergrou nd activity
creating two dykes can also be seen, one on the left side near
the steps down to the quarry floor and one on the raised area
on the right side.

Look closely also to see greenish grainy material called
Glauconite formed of iron and potassium in the early

shallow seas.

Stop 10 This Site of Local
Stop 3¢ Stop 4a Nature Conservation Interest
Belemnite ~ Fault-line side
3 view

At the base of the steps (at Stop 2) there is a small pool which
is fed by natural spring water. At certain times of year, you can
see moving around in that pool the sand grain and Ieaflltte@f
covered larvae of Dragonflies.
In summer these larvae transform into adult Dragonflies which
you can see darting over the common spotted orchids on the
quarry floor and bullrushes in the adjacent marshy ground.
Many species of butter 50 be seen.

E ou see at mes of the year.

isturb the native wildlife,
de this place their home




